
WINTER DRIVING
RESOURCE GUIDE

What’s Inside:
• How to Drive in Every Winter Condition
• Do You Need Winter Tires?
• Make Sure Your Battery Won’t Die
• How to Put on Chains
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EVERY WINTER  
CONDITION
Here are the 12 main things to remember for 
safer road travel in any winter condition:

1. Keep tires inflated to the proper air 
pressure.

2. Don’t drive on worn tires.

3. Be prepared for bad weather and roads.

4. Carry chains and know how to use them.

5. Minimize distractions.

6. Don’t use cruise control.

7. Avoid hard braking, abrupt downward gear 
shifts, sudden acceleration, and sharp turns.

8. Use extra caution at off-ramps, overpasses, 
bridges and shady spots because snow or 
ice may be worse.

9. Slow down and give yourself more stopping 
distance.

10. Stay in your lane.

11. If conditions are too bad, pull over 
somewhere safe, put on your hazard lights 
and wait it out.

12. Allow more time and be patient.

BONUS TIP:
Keep a snow shovel and some kitty litter in your  
vehicle in case you get stuck. You can use the 
snow shovel to dig out and the kitty litter can be 
sprinkled under the tires for added traction.

DO YOU NEED  
WINTER TIRES?

http://lesschwab.co/Dh2x

Don’t be overconfident just  
because you have AWD or 
all-season tires. Read up on  
when you should consider  
buying winter tires.

DRY RAIN SNOW ICE

• Get your battery tested before the first cold 
snap. Hard use during summer can weaken  
its performance.

• On cold mornings, allow extra time before you 
drive for your defroster to clear your windshield 
and side views. Don’t drive trying to see through 
a small part of the windshield.

• If you’ve got a diesel engine or live somewhere 
where the mercury gets really low, consider using 
an engine block heater to assure startup and cut 
motor warm-up time.

• Turn your headlights on an hour before the sun 
goes down and keep them on an hour after 
dawn. This improves your visibility to other driv-
ers in the seasons when the sun is angled lower 
in the sky.

• Slow down when taking curves in shady areas, on 
bridges and on overpasses. Ice can remain there 
even when the rest of the road is dry.

• Allow a bit more stopping distance on dry pave-
ment if you have studded winter tires.

• Turn on headlights.

• Give other vehicles more space. Add 1-2 extra 
seconds of following time in the rain, which gives 
you and the cars behind you more time to react 
to traffic. 

• Avoid puddles.

• Tap brakes after driving through puddles.

• Don’t drive through water standing or flowing 
across the road.

• Drive in the tire tracks left by the cars in  
front of you.

• Take your time. Slowing down is the only way to 
keep your vehicle from hydroplaning. Also re-
member that one of the most dangerous times 
to drive is soon after it begins to rain, as oils on 
roadway make for slick conditions. Waiting a few 
minutes, rather than rushing to your destination, 
can be a safer plan when it is raining.

• Clear snow off windows, mirrors, roof and head-
lights before you drive. 

• Increase following distance to at least eight to 10 
seconds.

• Allow at least 180 feet stopping distance.

• On downhills, proceed as slowly as possible in 
normal drive gear. Use light, steady pressure on 
the brake pedal to maintain the right speed. If 
you don’t have ABS, start slowly and keep it slow 
by lightly pumping the brakes.

• Don’t follow big vehicles or snow plows too 
closely, and never pass them on the right.

• Don’t drive through snowdrifts.

• When it’s snowing, don’t use your brights. They’ll 
reduce road visibility.

• Have winter tires, not just all-seasons.

• Use chains.

• Increase your following distance to at least  
600 feet.

• Don’t pass other vehicles.

• Don’t use your car thermometer to judge  
road slickness.

• Look for ice on your wipers, side view mirrors, 
road signs or trees.

• Avoid driving at night or very early in  
the morning.

• Slow down more on mountain passes.

• On downhills, proceed as slowly as possible in 
normal drive gear. Use light, steady pressure on 
the brake pedal to maintain the right speed. If 
you don’t have ABS, start slowly and keep it slow 
by lightly pumping the brakes.

3998
Thunderer City R202

STARTING AT

PASSENGER

Low cost, all-season design

P155/80TR-13

Tread design may vary. 
Your size in stock. Call for size & price.

8999
Terramax H/T

STARTING AT

LIGHT TRUCK & SUV

Low cost, all-season design

P235/75TR-15

Tread design may vary. 
Your size in stock. Call for size & price.

6499
Eclipse

STARTING AT

PASSENGER

Superior handling and safety

P155-80SR-13

Your size in stock. Call for size & price.

16599
Back Country QS-3

STARTING AT

LIGHT TRUCK & SUV

Designed for durability

225/75TR-16

Your size in stock. Call for size & price.

7054
Himalaya WS2

STARTING AT

PASSENGER

Great traction in harsh weather

175/65TR-14XL

Your size in stock. Call for size & price.

12999
Himalaya SUV

STARTING AT

LIGHT TRUCK & SUV

Improved winter traction

P215/60TR-17XL

Your size in stock. Call for size & price.

9600
Observe GSI-5

STARTING AT

PASSENGER

Outstanding in ice and snow

195/50TR-15

Your size in stock. Call for size & price.

10872
Wintercat SST

STARTING AT

LIGHT TRUCK & SUV

Excellent winter traction

215/70SR-16

Your size in stock. Call for size & price.

TIRES FOR ANY ROAD CONDITION



1. Pull off the road as far as possible on a safe shoul-
der. Flip on your hazard lights. Put on your slicker, 
gloves, hat, headlamp and waterproof pants from 
your winter road trip kit and grab your chains bag.

2. Ideally, chains are installed on all four tires. Some 
people use them on only two. Look in your own-
er’s manual under snow chains or tire chains for 
what your vehicle manufacturer recommends and 
follow that advice. If you’re using only two, the 
chains should go on the drive wheels. Typically, 
chains go on the two front tires for four-wheel 
drive and front-wheel drive vehicles, and on the 
back for rear-wheel drives.

3. Kneel or sit by the first tire on a tarp or cardboard. 
Unroll the chain, making sure the hook ends are 
facing the ground.

4. Push the yellow end of the chains behind and 
around the tire. Pull the two ends over the top of 
the tire and fasten them.

5. Grab the chains on both sides of the tire and pull 
them together toward the center of the tire.

6. Hook the red fastener into one of the links, as 
snug as you can make it. Don’t worry if there are 
some extra links.

7. Push the cable toward the back of the tire, posi-
tioning the chains loosely over the tread.

8. At the bottom of the tire is another red fastener 
and draw chain. Pull them toward you so there’s 
no slack. Feed the red draw chain around the 
opening on the fastener. Pull it tight and lock a 
link into the notch on the fastener.

9. Feed the rubber end of the draw chain through 
the red rings. Depending on tire size, you may 
only be able to get it through one of the two 
rings, but try to get it through both. Stretch the 
rubber end tightly and hook it onto a link on the 
side chain.

10. Repeat this entire process on the other tire(s).

11. You want the chains tight against the tire tread. 
So drive forward about 15 feet and stop. The chain 
will have centered itself creating some slack. 
Re-tighten the draw chain on each tire. Then 
you’re ready to drive. Grab your towel from your 
road kit to sit on so you keep your seat dry.

12. While driving, if you hear any indication that the 
chain may be broken and it’s hitting your car, 
STOP as soon as safely possible. Chains that are 
flapping can wrap around a strut or shock compo-
nent causing big damage to your vehicle. Listen 
for a loud sound of slapping, or metal on metal.

13. When you’re through the snow zone and have 
a safe place to pull off, stop, put on your hazard 
lights and remove the chains. Take off your wet 
outer layers and throw them in your road kit. 
Remember: DON’T drive for any distance on bare 
pavement.

HOW TO INSTALL CHAINS

HOW OLD IS YOUR BATTERY?

They take the work and frustration out of using 
tire chains. They go on and off quickly and fit 
right to provide excellent traction during tough 
winter driving conditions.

An economical choice!

QUICK FIT™ DIAMOND

SNAP LOCK CABLE CHAIN

http://lesschwab.co/Y3bb
WATCH A VIDEO HERE:

Come on in for a free 
check before a dead 
auto battery becomes a 
hassle—or a hazard:

• When your car’s 
sometimes hard to 
start

• Before a road or busi-
ness trip

• When your battery 
hasn’t been replaced 
in four years or more

TIRE CHAINS

PASSENGER CHAIN RETURN PROGRAM:
If you don’t use your passenger car chains, 
return them for a full refund after the last legal 
date for studded tires. (Does not apply to the 
Quick Trak traction device)


